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Irish Protestants; and English writers who condemn them are
mere partisans* Protestant Ireknd had suffered from wrongs
done by England far more than America; Protestant Ireland
rightly insisted on obtaining justice. The attitude, too, of the
Irish Protestants has not received the commendation it deserves.
They remained loyal to the mother country; they fought for
her, and filled her armies ; they only demanded rights long
enjoyed by Englishmen. And it should be added that, in
some degree at least, the spirit of liberty which animated
themselves produced sympathy with down-trodden Catholic
Ireland.
The Revolution of 1782, we have seen, made Ireland
almost a Sovereign state, with a legislature nearly coordinate
with that of England ; made Ireland, in theory at least, all but
an independent people. What probabilities were there that a
settlement of this kind would take root, flourish, and become
enduring ? England had made the concession in generous
words; but every English statesman of mark disliked it, and
saw that it might be fraught with evil. The English and Irish
Parliaments, from the nature of things, would differ in opinion,
perhaps come in conflict, on questions of the gravest import-
ance; this would inevitably strain, nay, might break up the
Empire. Besides, the arrangement effected in 1782 was against
the genius and the tendencies of the age; these were in the
direction of the consolidation of states, not of their division
into separate parts. Cromwell had accomplished an Irish
Union; Petty, Montesquieu, Adam Smith, and other distin-
guished men had declared that a Union was the first need of
Ireland. Looking, too, at Ireland and her existing condition,
would the settlement of 1782 have happy results? Would the
Irish Parliament, confined to the Protestant caste, and from its
composition exposed to corruption, grow into a patriotic and
pure assembly, govern Ireland for the general good, be proof
against evil influences from without? Would " the Protestant